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entirely lawless population, who seem to have been allowed for
many years to live and to multiply, without any kind of inter-
ference, guidance, or control.

Among the trustees of the charity was a very intelligent and
liberal-minded clergyman named Hudson, who was an intimate
friend, and a frequent correspondent, of Lord Charlernont. In
an interesting letter, written at the end of 1789, he describes how
he was endeavouring to introduce, some decent manufacturers
into this wild district, and what formidable obstacles he encoun-
tered. c I hope,' he adds, c to make our savages happy against
their will, by establishing trade and industry among them.' He
noticed c how many traces of savage life3 still remained in the
population; c the same laziness and improvidence, the same un-
relenting ferocity in their combats, the same love of intoxica-
tion, the same hereditary animosities, handed down from gene-
ration to generation. Add to this, that they are all related to
each other, and I believe there are not at this moment ten

families in the parish which are not related to every other in it___

It unfortunately happened that this estate was for thirty-five years
possessed by the most indolent man on earth. He kept more
than half of it waste duringthat time, on which they, in fact, sub-
sisted. The idea of its being let, set them mad. A report has
been industriously spread, that several of the old tenants had
been dispossessed, and that this gave rise to a combination here.
I do most solemnly assure your lordship, that in no one instance
has even an acre been taken from any man. . . . They were not
.only continued in their old possession with some addition, but
an abatement of rent to the amount of 117Z. was to have been
made them at the very time they broke out, and some hundreds
of arrears were actually forgiven. All would not do. They
found some Protestants had taken land, whom they determined
to drive out. They therefore assembled the Defenders from all
parts of the country, and struck such horror that none of those
Protestants but half a dozen ever appeared here afterwards.'l

The school, however, still went on and flourished, and at
last, in the beginning of 1791, a long series of outrages culmi-

1 Charlernont   MSS.   (Irish Aca-     statute, 29 Geo. III. c. 3.   Jackson's

demy).    See, too, the report of the     charity is still flourishing, and cele-

Endowed Schools Commissioners for     brated its centenary in 1888.
Ireland (1858), iii. 460, and the Irish